
Oblate Program at Belmont Abbey, NC                          April, 2022 

 

Oblate Novices will continue to meet on-line via ZOOM 
the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM. The 
April discussion will be on Hospitality. If you wish to 
participate in future meetings please contact George 
Cobb at gkcobb0321@pm.me. 

The regular meeting of the Oblates will be April  24 at 
2:30. We will return to the former meeting format of 
opening with Daytime Prayer followed by Scripture 
study and the study of the Rule.  

Since we are meeting on Mercy Sunday, it seems only 
appropriate that the subject of the Scripture Study will 
be Mercy. We will be using the booklet Mercy: God’s 
Nature, Our Challenge. Since most of you would not 
have the booklet yet, the Scripture Passage  under dis-
cussion is John 8:2-11, the woman caught in adultery. 
The questions for reflections are: 

1. When you hear the word “mercy,” what words, peo-
ple, or actions come to mind? 

2. The next time you pray “Lord have mercy” in the 
penitential rite at Mass, imagine how this accused 
woman might have hoped that Jesus would have mercy 
on her. What sin in your life do you pray that God will 
have mercy on? 

3. In the midst of an angry mob, Jesus does not respond 
immediately but first chooses silence as he writes on the 
ground. When have you chosen silence before speak-
ing? What difference did it make? 

4. Have you ever wanted to condemn someone quickly, 
but then decided to take a step back from the situation? 
How did your attitude change with time? 

5. Who are people in your life that you need to show 
mercy toward? 

6. Pope Francis reminds us that mercy is at the heart of 
God’s love for us.: “God never tires of reaching out to 
us.” (Misericodise Vultus 19). When have you felt God 
reaching out to you in your time of need? 

7. Bonus Question: Thumb through The Rule of St. Ben-
edict and find one passage relating to Mercy. 

8. Living the Word: The next time you find yourself in 
the midst of a heated debate or angry confrontation—
whether with a friend or family member, coworker or 
stranger, in person or online—consider how you might 
follow Christ’s example: bending low to get below the 
fray, taking time in silent prayer to see the heart of the 
situation, and rising up again to show merciful love by 
your words and actions. 

What happens when you hold back from your initial 
desire to condemn? What changes inside of you as you 
“drop your stone” and remember your own need for 
mercy? How do you experience God’s presence, perhaps 
in a new or surprising way? 

After a short break we will continue with out discussion 
from The St. Benedict Toolbox. We will be discuss 
Chapter 9: Holiness of Labor, Benedictine Work and 
Service. 

MEETING CHANGE 

Because the normal mee ng would fall on 

Easter Sunday, we will delay the Oblate 

mee ng one week.  The next Oblate 

mee ng will be April 24, 2022 at 2:30 PM.  

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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DEVOTION TO THE DIVINE MERCY  

(MERCY SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 2022) 

The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God loves us — all of 
us. And, he wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so 
that we will call upon Him with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow 
through us to others. Thus, all will come to share His joy.  
 
The Divine Mercy message is one we can call to mind simply by remember-
ing ABC:  

This message and devotion to Jesus as The Divine Mercy is based on the 
writings of Saint Faustina Kowalska, an uneducated Polish nun who, in obedience to her spiritual director, wrote a 
diary of about 600 pages recording the revelations she received about God's mercy. Even before her death in 1938, 
the devotion to The Divine Mercy had begun to spread. 
 

Feast of Mercy 
Among all of the elements of devotion to The Divine Mercy requested by our Lord through St. Maria Faustina Kow-

alska, the Feast of Mercy holds first place. The Lord's will with regard to its establishment 
was already made known in His first revelation to the saint, as recorded in her Diary. In 
all, there were 14 revelations concerning the desired feast. 
Our Lord's explicit desire is that this feast be celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. 
This Sunday is designated in "The Liturgy of the Hours and the Celebration of the Eucha-
rist" as the "Octave Day of Easter." It was officially called the Second Sunday of East-
er after the liturgical reform of Vatican II. Now, by the Decree of the Congregation for Di-
vine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, the name of this liturgical day has 
been changed to: "Second Sunday of Easter, or Divine Mercy Sunday." 
 

'Now On Throughout the Church' 
Pope John Paul II made the surprise announcement of this change in his homily at the 
canonization of St. Faustina on April 30, 2000. There, he declared: "It is important then 
that we accept the whole message that comes to us from the word of God on this Second 
Sunday of Easter, which from now on throughout the Church, will be called ‘Divine Mercy 
Sunday.' " 
 

By the words "the whole message," Pope John Paul II was referring to the connection between the "Easter Mystery of 
the Redemption" — in other words, the suffering, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, followed by the 
sending of the Holy Spirit — and this Feast of Divine Mercy, the Octave Day of Easter, which fulfills the grace of 
atonement as lived through by Christ Jesus and offered to all who come to Him with trust. 
 
This connection is evident from the scripture readings appointed for this Sunday. As John Paul said, citing the Re-
sponsorial Psalm of the Liturgy, "The Church sings … as if receiving from Christ's lips these words of the Psalm." 
"Give thanks to the Lord for He is good; His steadfast love (= mercy) endures forever" (Ps 118:1). And then, Pope 

A: Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to approach Him in prayer con-
stantly, repenting of our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out upon 
us and upon the whole world.  
B: Be merciful. God wants us to receive His mercy and let it flow 
through us to others. He wants us to extend love and forgiveness to oth-
ers just as He does to us.  
C: Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to know that the graces 
of His mercy are dependent upon our trust. The more we trust in Jesus, 
the more we will receive.  

ORDO 

A  

3  5th Sunday of Lent (Week I) 

10 Palm Sunday (Week II) 

14 Holy Thursday 

15 Good Friday 

17 Easter Sunday (Psalms for the Octave) 

24 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy) 

25 Mark, Evangelist. Feast (Wk II) 

29 Catherine of Siena. Memorial 

 

NECROLOGY 

A  

13  Br. Xavier Segerer (1903) 

16  Br. Richard Kleiner (1940) 

 

Please remember to pray for the 
deceased Monks of Belmont Abbey 
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John Paul II developed the connection further: "[This comes] from the lips of the risen Christ, who bears the great 
message of Divine Mercy and entrusts its ministry to the Apostles in the Upper Room: ‘Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent Me, even so I send you. … Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained" (Jn 20:21-23). 
 

Jesus’ Call to Mercy 
"I demand from you deeds of mercy, which are to arise out of love for Me. You are to show mercy to your neighbors 
always and everywhere. You must not shrink from this or try to excuse or absolve yourself from it.  
 
I am giving you three ways of exercising mercy toward your neighbor: 
the first — by deed, the second — by word, the third — by prayer. In these three degrees is contained the fullness of 
mercy, and it is an unquestionable proof of love for Me. By this means a soul glorifies and pays reverence to My mer-
cy." (Diary, 742)  

 
"Many souls ... are often worried because they do not have the material means with which to carry out an act of mer-
cy. Yet spiritual mercy, which requires neither permissions nor storehouses, is much more meritorious and is within 
the grasp of every soul.  
 
If a soul does not exercise mercy somehow or other, it will not obtain My mercy on the day of judgment. Oh, if only 
souls knew how to gather eternal treasure for themselves, they would not be judged, for they would forestall My 
judgment with their mercy." (Diary 1317) 

 

The Image of The Divine Mercy 

In 1931, our Lord appeared to St. Faustina in a vision. She saw Jesus clothed 
in a white garment with His right hand raised in blessing. His left hand was 
touching His garment in the area of the Heart, from where two large rays 
came forth, one red and the other pale. She gazed intently at the Lord in 
silence, her soul filled with awe, but also with great joy. Jesus said to her:  
 
Paint an image according to the pattern you see, with the signature: Jesus, I 
trust in You. I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not 
perish. I also promise victory over [its] enemies already here on earth, espe-
cially at the hour of death. I Myself will defend it as My own glory (Diary, 
47, 48). I am offering people a vessel with which they are to keep coming for 
graces to the fountain of mercy. That vessel is this image with the signature: 
Jesus, I trust in You (327). I desire that this image be venerated, first in 
your chapel, and [then] throughout the world (47).  
 
At the request of her spiritual director, St. Faustina asked the Lord about 
the meaning of the rays in the image. She heard these words in reply:  
 
The two rays denote Blood and Water. The pale ray stands for the Water 
which makes souls righteous. The red ray stands for the Blood which is the 

life of souls. These two rays issued forth from the depths of My tender mercy when My agonized Heart was opened 
by a lance on the Cross. Happy is the one who will dwell in their shelter, for the just hand of God shall not lay hold of 
him (299). By means of this image I shall grant many graces to souls. It is to be a reminder of the demands of My 
mercy, because even the strongest faith is of no avail without works (742). 

These words indicate that the Image represents the graces of Divine Mercy poured out upon the world, especially 
through Baptism and the Eucharist.  

 

Jesus, I Trust in Thee 



Many different versions of this image have been paint-
ed, but our Lord made it clear that the painting itself is 
not what is important. When St. Faustina first saw the 
original image that was being painted under her direc-
tion, she wept in disappointment and complained to 
Jesus: "Who will paint You as beautiful as You 
are?" (313).  
 
In answer, she heard these words: "Not in the beauty of 
the color, nor of the brush lies the greatness of this im-
age, but in My grace" (313).  So, no matter which ver-
sion of the image we prefer, we can be assured that it is 
a vehicle of God’s grace if it is revered with trust in His 
mercy. 

 

The Divine Mercy Novena of Chaplets 

A novena is typically nine days of prayer in preparation 
of a celebration of a feast day. The Chaplet can be said 
anytime, but the Lord specifically asked that it be recit-
ed as a novena the nine days before the Feast of Mercy. 
He promised, "By this Novena (of Chaplets), I will 
grant every possible grace to souls."(796) 

Intentions 

For each of the nine days, our Lord gave Saint Faustina 
a different intention: 

"I desire that during these nine days you bring souls to 
the fountain of My mercy, that they may draw there-
from strength and refreshment and whatever grace 
they have need of in the hardships of life, and especial-
ly at the hour of death." 

First Day (Good Friday): "Today bring to Me all man-
kind, especially all sinners, and immerse them in 
the ocean of My mercy. In this way you will console 
Me in the bitter grief into which the loss of souls 
plunges Me." 

Second Day: "Today bring to Me the Souls of Priests 
and Religious, and immerse them in My unfathom-
able mercy. It was they who gave me strength to 
endure My bitter Passion. Through them as 
through channels My mercy flows out upon man-
kind." 

Third Day: "Today bring to Me all Devout and Faithful 
Souls, and immerse them in the ocean of My mer-
cy. These souls brought me consolation on the Way 
of the Cross. They were a drop of consolation in the 
midst of an ocean of bitterness."  

Fourth Day: "Today bring to Me those who do not be-
lieve in God and those who do not know Me, I was 
thinking also of them during My bitter Passion, 
and their future zeal comforted My Heart. Immerse 

them in the ocean of My mercy."   

Fifth Day:  "Today bring to Me the Souls of those who 
have separated themselves from My Church*, and 
immerse them in the ocean of My mercy. During 
My bitter Passion they tore at My Body and Heart, 
that is, My Church. As they return to unity with the 
Church My wounds heal and in this way they alle-
viate My Passion."   

Sixth Day: “Today bring to Me the Meek and Humble 
Souls and the Souls of  Little Children, and im-
merse them in My mercy. These souls most closely 
resemble My Heart. They strengthened Me during 
My bitter agony. I saw them as earthly Angels, who 
will keep vigil at My altars. I pour out upon them 
whole torrents of grace. I favor humble souls with 
My confidence. 

Seventh Day: “Today bring to Me the Souls who espe-
cially venerate and glorify My Mercy, and immerse 
them in My mercy. These souls sorrowed most over 
my Passion and entered most deeply into My spirit. 
They are living images of My Compassionate 
Heart. These souls will shine with a special bright-
ness in the next life. Not one of them will go into 
the fire of hell. I shall particularly defend each one 
of them at the hour of death. 

Eighth Day: "Today bring to Me the Souls who are in 
the prison of Purgatory, and immerse them in the 
abyss of My mercy. Let the torrents of My Blood 
cool down their scorching flames. All these souls 
are greatly loved by Me. They are making retribu-
tion to My justice. It is in your power to bring them 
relief. Draw all the indulgences from the treasury 
of My Church and offer them on their behalf. Oh, if 
you only knew the torments they suffer, you would 
continually offer for them the alms of the spirit and 
pay off their debt to My justice."  

Ninth Day: “"Today bring to Me the Souls who have 
become Lukewarm, and immerse them in the abyss 
of My mercy. These souls wound My Heart most 
painfully. My soul suffered the most dreadful 
loathing in the Garden of Olives because of luke-
warm souls. They were the reason I cried out: 
'Father, take this cup away from Me, if it be Your 
will.' For them, the last hope of salvation is to run 
to My mercy."  

*Our Lord's original words here were "heretics and schismatics," 
since He spoke to Saint Faustina within the context of her times. As 
of the Second Vatican Council, Church authorities have seen fit not 
to use those designations in accordance with the explanation given 
in the Council's Decree on Ecumenism (n.3). Every pope since the 
Council has reaffirmed that usage.  
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Peace Be With You 

1. "Peace be with you!" This is the greeting of the risen Christ, which has been echoed several times in our biblical read-
ings during this Octave of Easter and in particular, in the Gospel of today’s liturgy. On Jesus’ lips this greeting goes far 
beyond the perspective of and desire for external peace, although this is so necessary. The peace brought by Jesus is 
the fullness of the Easter gift. 

Christ himself is our peace (Eph 2:14). Appearing to the Apostles after the resurrection, He, the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world (Jn 1:29), inaugurates the time of great mercy offered to mankind through the gift of the Spir-
it and the sacraments of the Church: "Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them" (Jn 20:23). 

The peace brought by the Risen One is consequently the triumph of Divine Mercy. What is mercy if not the boundless 
love of God, who, confronted with human sin, restrains the sentiment of severe justice and, allowing himself to be 
moved by the wretchedness of his creatures, spurs himself to the total gift of self, in the Son’s cross? "O happy fault ... 
which gained for us so great a Redeemer!" (Easter Proclamation) 

To understand the depth of this mystery, we should take Jesus’ disconcerting revelation seriously: "... there will be 
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need of repent-
ance" (Lk 15:7). God is truly the Shepherd who leaves ninety-nine sheep to go in search of the one that has strayed (Lk 
15:4-6); he is the Father who is always ready to welcome a lost son (Lk 15:11-31). Who can say he is free from sin and 
does not need God’s mercy? 

As people of this restless time of ours, wavering between the emptiness of self-exaltation and the humiliation of des-
pair, we have a greater need than ever for a regenerating experience of mercy. We should learn to say repeatedly to God 
with the faith and simplicity of children: "Great is our sin, but even greater is your love!" (Vespers hymn during the sea-
son of Lent) 
 
Opening ourselves to mercy, we must not be content with mediocrity 
and sin, but on the contrary, we must be revived by resolutions to lead a 
new life. 

3. O Mary, Mother of mercy! You know the heart of your divine Son bet-
ter than anyone. Instill in us the filial trust in Jesus practiced by the 
saints, the trust that animated Blessed Faustina Kowalska, the great 
apostle of Divine Mercy in our time. 

Look lovingly upon our misery: O Mother, draw us away from the con-
trary temptations of self-sufficiency and despair, and obtain for us an 
abundance of saving mercy. 

 

Pope St. John Paul II 

April 10, 1994 
Second Sunday of Easter 
Regina Caeli Address 

  

Jesus’ Call to Mercy 

"I demand from you deeds of mercy, which are to arise out of love for Me. You are to show mercy to your neighbors 
always and everywhere. You must not shrink from this or try to excuse or absolve yourself from it.  
 
I am giving you three ways of exercising mercy toward your neighbor: 
the first — by deed, the second — by word, the third — by prayer. In these three degrees is contained the fullness of 
mercy, and it is an unquestionable proof of love for Me. By this means a soul glorifies and pays reverence to My mer-
cy." (Diary, 742)  
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The Chaplet of The Divine Mercy 

Encourage souls to say the Chaplet which I 
have given you (1541). Whoever will recite it 
will receive great mercy at the hour of death 
(687). When they say this Chaplet in the pres-
ence of the dying, I will stand between My Fa-
ther and the dying person, not as the just 
Judge but as the Merciful Savior (1541). Priests 
will recommend it to sinners as their last hope 
of salvation. Even if there were a sinner most 
hardened, if he were to recite this Chaplet only 
once, he would receive grace from My infinite 
mercy (687). I desire to grant unimaginable 
graces to those souls who trust in My mercy 
(687). Through the Chaplet you will obtain 
everything, if what you ask for is compatible 
with My will. (1731)  
 
Prayed on ordinary rosary beads, The Chaplet 
of The Divine Mercy is an intercessory prayer 
that extends the offering of the Eucharist, so it 
is especially appropriate to use it after having received 
Holy Communion at Holy Mass. It may be said at any 
time, but our Lord specifically told St. Faustina to recite 
it during the nine days before the Feast of Mercy (the 
first Sunday after Easter).  
 
It is likewise appropriate to pray the Chaplet during the 
"Hour of Great Mercy" — three o'clock each afternoon 
(recalling the time of Christ’s death on the cross). In His 
revelations to St. Faustina, Our Lord asked for a special 
remembrance of His Passion at that hour.  

 

How to Recite the Chaplet 

The Chaplet of Mercy is recited using ordinary rosary 
beads of five decades. The Chaplet is preceded by two 
opening prayers from the Diary of Saint Faustina and 
followed by a closing prayer. 

1. Make the Sign of the Cross 

2. Our Father 

3. Hail Mary 

4. The Apostle's Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cru-
cified, died and was buried. He descended into hell; the 
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Fa-
ther Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the com-
munion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen.  

5. The Eternal Father 

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and 
Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly 
Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in 
atonement for our sins and those of the 
whole world. 

6. On the Ten Small Beads of Each Decade 

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, 
have mercy on us and on the whole 
world. 

7. Repeat for the remaining decades 

8. Conclude with Holy God (Repeat three 
times) 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Im-
mortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 

 Feed the hungry 
 Give drink to the thirsty 
 Clothe the naked 
 Shelter the homeless 
 Comfort the prisoners 
 Visit the sick 
 Bury the dead 

 Teach the ignorant 
 Pray for the living & dead 
 Correct sinners 
 Counsel those in doubt 
 Console the sorrowful 
 Bear wrongs patiently 
 Forgive wrongs willingly 

Corporal Works Spiritual Works 

Much of the material in this newsletter is readily available in 
multiple places on the web. They have been collected and put 
into a single  handout for your convenience. All material  is 
from  Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception of the 
B.V.M., the official promoters  of the Devotion to the Divine 
Mercy. For a full understanding of Divine Mercy, Divine 
Mercy Message and Devotion, by Fr. Seraphim 
Michalenko, MIC. Is highly recommended. 

Be Merciful as Your Father is  
Merciful 


